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Status Quo of Delineation of Ranges of Nature Reserves and Area of Nature Reserves Under Effective Protection
in China. XU Wang-gu, WANG Zhi, QIAN Zhe-dong, ZHANG Hao-nan, FAN Lu-ning, JIANG Ming-kang (Nanjing In-
stitute of Environmental Sciences, Ministry of Environmental Protection, Nanjing 210042, China)

Abstract: Delineation of ranges and functional zones of nature reserves is very important to the administrations in their
routine management and supervision. As a matter of fact, nature reserves without boundaries and functional zones delinea-
ted can hardly provide the natural ecosystems and rare animals and plants with effective protection in practice. Status quo
of delineation of ranges and functional zones of the nature reserves in China was analyzed and area of effectively protected
nature reserves was evaluated. Results show that about 40% of the nature reserves still do not have boundaries delineated ,
and among the 60% that have already defined their boundaries, about 20% have not yet set up any functional zones.
Therefore , the data in the statistics and directory of nature reserves of China about number and area do not truly reflect the
status of how the nature reserves in China are protected. It is, therefore, essential to arouse more attention from the admin-
istrative departments to improve the issue of delineation of boundaries and functional zones for nature reserves as soon as
possible in China.
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Fig.1 Number and percentage in area of

nature reserves relative to in each grade
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Fig.2 Proportion of the nature reserves with boundaries

delineated to the total of nature reserves in each grade
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Fig. 3 Proportion of the nature reserves with
functional zones delineated to the total of

nature reserves in each grade
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Table 1 Status quo of boundary delineation relative to type

of nature reserve
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Fig. 4 Proportion of the nature reserves with boundaries delineated to the total of nature reserves relative to provinces
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Fig. 5 Percentage of effective protection area

of functional zone in all levels of nature reserve
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